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IFHP 55th Congress “The impact of housing and planning on the ECONOMY” 11-13th September 2011, Tallinn
CALL FOR PAPERS

Researchers, professional experts and others active in the field of housing and urban planning are invited to submit abstracts for IFHP’s 55th World Congress on “The Impact of Housing and Planning on the Economy (and vice versa)”. The aim of this call for papers is to encourage discussion, promote knowledge sharing and gauge how policy makers, practitioners and researchers are responding to the many challenges that this theme poses. The authors of accepted abstracts will be asked to present their work during a parallel session and submit their full paper for on-line publication.

The Congress theme will be explored through the following sub-themes:

· Balancing private and public financing in housing and planning

A great challenge in planning, particularly for housing and infrastructure, is finding the appropriate balance between public and private financing. At the same time, the case for investment for both parties is driven by the principle of ‘returns.’ How are these returns defined? To what extent do these returns take into account the holistic, long-term benefits that housing can bring about in areas as diverse as energy-efficiency, social inequity, health, etc? How might such calculations affect the nature and composition of partnerships? 
· Planning as an economic tool
Planning is inherently interconnected with an increasingly diverse array of issues: climate change, financing, (regional) economic development, infrastructure and socio-economic needs, etc. How do we promote the integration of these issues into the field of planning? 

As one example, there is a tendency for plans to focus primarily on housing, neglecting the vital physical and social infrastructure that creates holistically sustainable neighbourhoods: public transport, schools, commerce, identity and culture, etc. How can we increase the awareness of the longer-term and broader impacts of planning? 

· The retrofit dilemma

There is an important interest in maintaining the integrity of existing, historic building stock – while also being cognisant of the fact that many properties require upgrading to become more energy efficient and sustainable – or perhaps even that the expense of retrofitting sometimes will be less efficient than new build. This session will explore the costs, benefits (economic, cultural and otherwise), and opportunities for retrofitting, alongside the latest developments with zero-carbon building. How do we determine appropriate performance standards and what are effective financial incentives to promote retrofitting?  
· Housing costs and social & cultural behaviour
Investors, developers and governmental authorities are increasingly taking a longer-term approach towards understanding housing costs. Planning and building costs are the initial expenditures, but longer-term maintenance and upholding property value also need to be factored in. What are the key ‘variable’ factors that affect the longer-term costs of housing (e.g., patterns of cohabitation, energy/resource usage, waste management) and how is it possible to shape consumer behaviour positively to reduce these costs?
· The response of the housing market to consumer behaviour and demand
A fundamental basis of economics is that the forces behind supply and demand and market equilibrium will allocate resources efficiently. In housing and commercial building construction, we often see that this is not the case. In some instances, demand far outweighs supply, while in others, supply exceeds demand. Sometimes, both cases can be seen, side by side, in the same city or even neighbourhood. This occurrence is often discussed through the frame of broader institutional, economic and land resource issues – in many instances neglecting, crucially, the end users: the buyers and the renters. Thus, this session proposes to explore how the housing market is responding to consumer demand through the following questions. 

· Where do the (long- and short-term) interests of the provider and the consumer match, and where do they differ?

· What is the psychology of the consumer: how and why are individual housing decisions made, and how and why is this ‘psychology’ changing? 

· What are the changing needs of a ‘modern’ society and what new housing types are needed to respond to them: (im)migration, single parent families, long-distance commuters, etc.?  

· What demand-driven development models are available that provide the flexibility to adapt and respond to the consumer? 

· The role of the private sector in affordable housing provision

· Housing economics: the crisis and the future

CRITERIA FOR PREPARING THE ABSTRACTS

Submission Requirements

Please submit an abstract of no more than 300 words (in English) before 22 May 2011. The abstract, submission form, and a brief resume or CV should be emailed to events@ifhp.org. 

Authors will be informed of the Review Committee’s decision by 15 June 2011. If your abstract qualifies, you will be asked to submit a full-length (4-10 pp) paper and prepare a maximum 10 minute presentation for the Congress. Upon acceptance, authors are asked to register for the Congress by 30 June to secure their position (registration at www.ifhp2011tallinn.com.ee), and submit their final paper prior to 10 August 2011. Authors of accepted abstracts will also receive a 10% discount on the conference registration fee – this discount will apply on top of the membership registration discount for IFHP members.
Publication: Abstracts and papers will be posted online.

Rights and Reproduction: All participants agree to grant IFHP non-exclusive reproduction rights for the publication of submitted abstracts and papers both in print and online.

Authenticity: Upon submission of your abstract and paper to IFHP, you declare that the submission is your own original work. IFHP will not be responsible for the infringement of any third-party rights of the entry, moral or otherwise, that may arise as a result of your actions or omissions. You indemnify IFHP against all legal fees, claims, damages, and other expenses that may be incurred as a result of your breach of the IFHP rules.
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